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January 10, 1874, Spring Lake, Manito P.O., Illinois
A letter of ACVR to son,
felt that the Colony had
makes it clear that such
brainless foolishness to

D.B.K, about an immigrant apparently who
an obligation to provide work. ACVR
is not the case. "Do not impute such
me."

Translated [translator did not translate some passages which he
was unable to understand; DBK is also referred to as DBR]
Calvin College Archives, ACVR collection, box 8, fldr 124.
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é- V
Spring Lake,
Manito P.O. Illinois
January 10, 1874

Mr. D. B.

Van Raalte

Dear Dirk:
Just after I had sent you the photographs yesterday, I received your
letter referring to Dutch inquiry. I immediately wrote to that gentleman.
It is a very fine offer. I have alerted him to make good use of Duursma's
generous hospitality, since it will relieve him of many discomforts, etc.
Tell this to Duursma and assure him of my appreciation.
I had a letter prepared for Schaddelee but I will not send it for
various reasons.
Meanwhile you need not be concerned about the duties and responsibilities I have taken upon myself.
I have also written to that gentleman that I would be willing to write
my opinions and to be of help wherever I can in all of the responsibilities
which remain his, because I did not wish to have regrets later. This is the
way I have written to him. I have never sought to lure people or sought to
persuade them. Maybe my approach has caused many to refrain from taking
action: if everyone is as careful as I am in this way, there is no danger.
But now do not think that I have written to you that anybody in Holland
must guarantee employment to each newcomer, and the success of that employment, taking away making one's own choice and responsibility. Do not impute
such brainless foolishness to me.
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Coming to this country, committees were appointed in Allegan,
Kalamazoo, Marshall, and Detroit to provide protection, help, and work for
this immigration. And people did a great deal without assuming any
responsibility. If anyone guarantees anything, he must be able to stand by
from the beginning to the end, and the advice woUld be of no value if the
entire future were not involved. The acorn and the oak tree are to be
considered, but it is a mistake if a person does not consider the acorn to
be equally important for the future, and still, nevertheless, to begin with
the acorn. Therefore, because of a variety of reasons, a helping hand
should be offered, providing protection, and opportunities for employment,
Capital must be invested on whatever scale possible, and as it becomes
available in the Netherlands.
The child is not a man immediately but still, the child grows up to be
a man; but what is not taught to the child cannot be expected of the man.
Even though a person must busy himself as a child. As long as he is active
there is hope.
I have always noticed how in places or ? , the spirit which is
nourished there, develops. Much more can be accomplished by the young man
himself than by committees. If neglect is nurtured not much is accomplish—
ed. I assure you, there will be no mutual respect, there will be no sense
of one's calling, nor of the profit from exerting one's strength; a human
being is a human being, and his situation becomes a dreary one, and, in the
end, he loathes his own unmanliness; he must be active in affairs in which
he can take pride even, if he has only one talent.
Just as it is true of an individual, it is true of committees. Even if
people organized themselves into one committee to discuss means by which the
•immigrants should be invited to come, how to receive them, to protect them,
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to help them. Such matters depend upon the enthusiasm they have, and
promote, and the public spirit, activity, and generous spirit which is
promoted in Holland, then it will grow. Certainly it must be fostered, for
the child does not become a giant all at once; but I am telling you that if
people do not become active with a definite goal, do not have the conviction
in doing so, that God has given Holland a place of great influence in favor
of emigration in which its strength and future development is to be found,
then Holland will

?

?

?

?

If Holland is active in the right way toward encouragement of
immigration, I mean in terms of capital as well as individuals, its credit
in the Netherlands will improve, then the Netherlands will benefit herself.
Credit, however,is a plant which grows slowly.
I think that Duursma has the qualities of an experimental spirit. He
is not a narrow-minded individual. The Smith families are now the bankers
in Pekin, East Friesland citizens. One Smith, a wagon manufacturer by
trade, gradually added a store, and from there everything developed, not
only in Illinois, but shipping their wagons as far as Nebraska, and
receiving barrels of flour in payment from all of these areas.
At any rate, Deuursma shows the right spirit. On the whole I think I am
only beginning to favor which will be able to develop according to circumstances and in course of time.
Principles must prevail and have warmth and must not be changed by the
day, and far from being absurdities. I have often heard: oh, intentions,
but your practices are inconsistent and untenable. But people did not see
the distinction. If they had been willing, they could have found a
solution. People should not be in a hurry. They should be able to move
slowly.
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Do not look upon my writing as an attempt to prove that I am in the
right. It is because I recognize Principle and Practice, and wish to do my
duty to Holland. As for the rest, I place it in the hands of Him who
determines the future of nations and generations, being thoroughly convinced
that worldly prosperity is not to be compared with the necessity of seeking
the welfare of the Kingdom of God and its righteousness. Therefore, above
all else, set your heart upon the one conclusive and final necessity.
Your heartily loving father,
A. C. Van Raalte

